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Discussion Questions
Question 1
Throughout history, several thinkers have made significant contributions through the ardent formulation of various theories of delinquencies and intervention programs. These models are collectively applied to all stages of growth and individuals of all ages. Social learning theory, strain theory, XYY theory are but a few of philosophical works defining various theories of delinquencies. Equally, sanctuary model is one of the widely acclaimed intervention programs. This essay aims to list the various theories of delinquencies and intervention programs.
Felon and Cohen proposed the routine activity theory which essentially focusses on circumstances of delinquencies. This theory accentuates the ecological process of crime, meticulously associates crime to its setting, and aims to study crime as an occurrence. Thereby, academic consideration is diverted away from sheer reprobates. The view of routine activity theory is that presence of offenders who are motivated, suitable targets availability as well as absence of well build guardians are the three ordinary aspects whose interaction results in victimization (Champion, 2001). Subsequently, Per-Olaf Wikstrom developed the situational action theory. Here, elucidation of moral actions was done by considering crime as a moral action. Thus, an individual perpetrator chooses to commit an act of crime. Essentially, situational action theory scrutinizes the role of wider social conditions accompanying social integration. Also, it examines propensities of an individual such as their aptitude to exhibit self-control.
Additionally, there is the social learning theory. This philosophy holds the view that humans essentially acquire novel social behaviors by imitating or observing others. Equally, through the vicarious reinforcement process, new social behaviors could be acquired through punishments as well as rewards observation. The underlying aspects that determine whether one follows or veers from rules of the society are characterized by experiences youths face while learning from the rest, counting their paternities. Thus, a deprived parental role model is a precursor to deprived comportment and hence delinquent action (Champion, 2001). Moreover, children with learning disabilities are likely to get involved in delinquent behavior. Since their condition may amount to poor academic performance, peer association distress or even intolerant educators may occur.
Sometimes social structures in society may force individuals to engage in criminal activities. Based on this logic, strain theory of delinquency and crime was developed. Through the advancement of Robert Merton, the theory asserts that aberrance happens when the society fails to present equivalent capability to attaining socially tolerable goals to the entirety of its members, hence triggering frustration which eventually leads to deviancy. Strain theory cuts across all social classes (Champion, 2001). Subsequently, XYY theory emphasizes that criminal conduct may be precipitated by certain abnormalities of the chromosomes. The theory is based on the belief that males exhibiting extra Y chromosomes have a high likelihood to get involved in aggressive, criminal behaviors.
On the other hand, the sanctuary model is a whole culture approach that necessitates a change of organization for treating adolescence. All participants need to approve seven commitments of the sanctuary model components. The Penta include growth and change, democracy, social responsibility, nonviolence, social learning, open communication and emotional intelligence. Fundamentally, the model requires provision of safe environments for youth to commence addressing spheres of emotional management, loss, as well as future, commonly referred to as S.E.L.F (Champion, 2001). Besides, Juvenile Mentoring program is a program aimed at placing youth deemed to be at risk in a direct association with favorable grown-up role-models.
Question 2
When it comes to handling juveniles by police and courts, no significant variances can be structurally made between adult and juvenile since the Justice system for a juvenile is a replica of their adult counterpart criminal justice system. Hence, the basic components of the duo are corrections, police and courts. Noteworthy is the fact that the juvenile courts were put in place to protect the minors from decisions made by adult criminal justice system by fostering criminal justice decision-making process in the best interests of a child. This essay will comprehensively discuss the place of the latter two components in handling juveniles. 
Treatment and rehabilitation are two conceptions upon which juvenile justice system rests. As a result, the police as well as courts handling juveniles refrain from instigating any signs of the traditional conception- punishment. By upholding the latter, police and courts involved in making decisions about youth have a high amount of discretion. This discretion is evidenced through the freedom which they police and juvenile justice system have in choosing various forms of informal as well as formal inactions or actions (Champion, 2001). Hence, lack of laid down procedures and amplified discretion the police and courts act in the best interests of the juveniles. Hence, procedural safeguards as well as policies for punishment present in adult criminal justice systems are not effective and a necessity when handling juveniles by the police and courts.
Since the juvenile justice system is based on treatment and rehabilitation model, juvenile justice is individualized for every youth offender. Based on the severity of the offense and necessity to restraint future delinquency, the police are allowed to officially process youth into the system. Subsequently, depending on the situation of offense presented, the police utilize various components of formal and informal actions to handle juveniles. Some of the formal actions include taking into custody the juvenile, report taking, making arrests, making reference to juvenile court or an agency of social service (Champion, 2001). On the flip side, the police may use their authority to employ informal actions when handling juveniles which may entail interrogating the juvenile about a specific crime, carrying out evidence searches, threatening to arrest persistence of the issue, negotiating for a specific consequence and soliciting for information. All instances of formal and informal police actions when handling juveniles represent attempts by the police to address a problem.
Furthermore, when the police and courts handle juveniles, their decisions are made in the conscience of various legal factors. Equally, it is these legal aspects which influence the behavior of the police when handling juveniles. Accompanying this assortment of legal aspects is the severity of the offense, the amount of evidence the police officer presents before the court as well as considerations on whether or not the juvenile committed the offense while under the influence of a drug substance or intoxicating drink. Besides, whether the suspected juvenile makes a request or fails to request the police to take action also counts. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Offense seriousness drives the decisions of the police and courts when handling juveniles. Equally, this is complemented by the amount of evidence available to the police and the court. More often, the events underpinning juvenile offenses are of a negligible legal nature (Champion, 2001). However, for circumstances where the police regard an offense to be serious, that is, equitable to a felony, and the exhibit available is strong, the potential for the police to make an arrest is high.
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